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Barb Calmes (left) and Penny Stenson of Appleton have fun convincing

a friend of Stenson’s to purchase a suitcase April  27 at a rummage sale
at the home of Geri and Clarence Korth at 130 E. Lindbergh St.,  in

Appleton. Calmes is the Korths’ daughter. Post-Crescent photo by Dan
Powers
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Rummage sales

Tips for sellers:
Pick a sale date a few weeks away.
Set a specific time for your sale (e.g. 8

a.m.), but be aware of earlybirds — some are
dealers.

Multifamily sales tend to do better, so enlist
friends and neighbors.

Make sure clearly legible signs are in place
on day of sale.

Be neat, but not necessarily perfect.
Have plenty of dollar bills and change.
Big items should be well displayed and
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Garage sales still hot in eBay age

Summertime pursuit sees many longing for
bargains

By Ed Lowe 
Post-Crescent staff writer

Shelly Bruette was setting up the inventory at her first-ever
rummage sale when a customer found his mark.

"I had an old sewing machine with the folding table," said Bruette,
33, of Appleton. "I had it priced at $10. He offered five; I sold it for
seven."

So even rummaging — that time-honored pastime of the bargain-
hunting faithful — has become a competitive sport in the age of
eBay.

The tires on the bike owned by Chris Hoffman for the past five
years show no signs of wear. "Make an offer!" its price tag begged.

"I'm looking for one with the bigger (off-road) tires, said Hoffman,
40, of Grand Chute. Hoffman is a veteran of the rough-and-tumble
world of the garage sale, that means to riches or key to unloading
unwanted junk.

Hoffman said the vultures begin circling each morning 30 to 45
minutes before the rummage sales begin. To them, the pursuit of
the deal overwhelms the innocence of this most casual exchange
of greetings and goods.

"If something's two bucks and you sell it for a quarter, then they'll
turn around and sell it in their own sale," Hoffman said Friday.
"That's just the nature of the beast."

Such unbridled commercialism is not new, but the advent of the
online action has helped foster it along. Conversely, some
rummage sales are little different than before the horse-and-buggy
days.

"It's a lot of work, but in the long run it's probably is" worth it, said
Barb Calmes, 57, of Appleton.

"Get it organized right away, or else you're looking at a pile of stuff 
— everything's loaded on a pingpong table and you forget about
having a rummage sale," Calmes said. "It takes a good two weeks.

"Put children's things out front. Clothes don't sell very well, except
for the children's.

"You think you have things priced pretty low and then someone
comes up and offers half price," she lamented. "That's kind of
discouraging because you priced it pretty low enough to begin with
because you don't want to be putting it back in the house or
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Big items should be well displayed and
polished if necessary.

Kids' items are big sellers — as long as
they're in good shape.

Supply cold drinking water to keep
shoppers happy.

Donate unsold items to charity.
Source: rummagewisconsin.com

Listings of area sales

Classified Central, The Post-Crescent's daily
classified advertising section, includes listings
for rummage sales across the Fox Cities. See
Page E-1 in today's paper or go online to
www.postcrescent.com and click on the
Classified Central logo in the left-side rail of
our home page.

packing it up in boxes afterwards."

Dave Rebro, the site coordinator of RummageWisconsin.com, a
free statewide site "for residents to look for and post rummage
sales," said there are two distinct breeds of garage sale-type
sellers.

"Some people have sales to get rid of their stuff and other people
have a sale to make some money," Rebro said.

In the later case, or that of the basic cheapskate, the low-ball offer
is an inevitable outcome of the ritual, he said.

"Some people are just that way — they're going to (offer) the
lowest deal no matter what," Rebro said. "Then, if they don't get it,
they just move on."

After all, this time of year, there's always another rummage sale
around the corner.

Ed Lowe can be reached at 920-993-1000, ext. 293, or
elowe@postcrescent.com. 
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